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NOAA PROPOSES PENALTI ES OF $12, 500 AGAI NST
TWO PANAMA CI TY RED SNAPPER FI SHERMEN
UNLAWFUL FI SHI NG ACTI VI TI ES AGGRAVATED BY LI ES

The National Cceanic and At nospheric Adm nistration has
charged two Panana City, Fla., fishernen in separate cases with
mul ti pl e Magnuson- St evens Act viol ations and proposes to assess
themwith civil penalties totaling $12,500 and a pernit sanction
of 45 days.

James E. Hof fman, operator of the F/V JAME LEE, allegedly
harvested red snapper while the recreational and conmerci al
seasons were closed, filleted fish at sea, and hid themin a
conpartnent aboard the vessel. Bill P. Archer, owner and
operator of the F/V SEM NOLE WND, allegedly exceeded the bag and
possession |imt for red snapper and filleted fish at sea. Both
fishernen allegedly made fal se statenments to officers concerning
their fishing activities which resulted in a proposed penalty of
$2,500 being added to their base assessnents. Hoffman was
assessed a total of $7,000, and Archer was assessed a total of
$5,500 plus a 45-day permt sanction. They will have 30 days
fromthe date they were notified to either pay the penalties,
seek to have them nodified, or request a hearing before an
adm ni strative |law judge to deny or contest all or any part of
the charges and penalties assessed.

"The di scovery and investigation of these violations was
made possi bl e because of the outstanding partnership that's in
pl ace between the Florida Fish and Wldlife Conservation
Commi ssi on Enforcenent Division and NOAA Fisheries' Ofice for
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sai d NOAA Enforcenent attorney Cynthia Fenyk.

Law Enforcenent,’

“Fi shermen nmust understand that illegal fishing activities wll
not be tolerated. Making false statenments to authorized officers
and any effort to conceal illegal fishing can only worsen their

predi canent .”

NCOAA Fi sheries urges citizens to report fishery violations
during weekly business hours of 8:00 a.m - 4:30 p.m Eastern, to
its Sout heast Regi on Law Enforcenent Division at (727) 570-5344,
or after hours and weekends at its National Enforcenent Hotline
at (800) 853-1964.

Thi s and ot her Sout heast Regi onal news rel eases and fishery
bulletins are available on the region’s Internet hone page:
http://caldera.sero.nnfs.gov or NOAA's Internet hone page,
http://ww. noaa. gov/ public-affairs/press99. htm .

NCAA Fisheries is an agency of the Departnment of Commerce's
Nat i onal Cceani ¢ and At nospheric Adm nistration. The agency
conducts scientific research and provi des services and products
to support fisheries nmanagenent, fisheries devel opnent, trade,
and i ndustry assistance, enforcenent, and protected species and
habi tat conservati on prograns.
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